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beg leave to state that the writer hereof is guilty of a
gross libel." l Their son was another source of joy to
him. He was growing up a sturdy boy, though with
little promise of emulating the unctuousness of his
regicide namesake. In his second year his father noted
that " Noll says ' How do ? ' in the slangiest of ways." *
Two years later we learn that " the Protector is flourish-
ing mightily/' 3 but still apparently not very Pro-
tectorially, for towards the end of 1857 he "rolled
from top to bottom of a flight of stairs and was not
the least hurt/' whereat his father genially opines,
" I suppose he is reserved to be hanged." 4

Sorrows were, however, not wanting in this happy
circle. Not only de Grey, but also his closest friends,
Hughes and Bruce, were stricken in turn. De Grey
and Hughes each lost a daughter, and Bruce a sister
to whom he was deeply attached. De Grey's daughter
was born in the summer of 1857, and was so weak at
birth that she had to be baptized immediately. She
quickly gained strength, however, and was duly chris-
tened in the names of her grandmothers, Mary Sarah,
with Hughes for her godfather.6 A year later she died,
after a painful illness. " All is over here/1 wrote the
bereaved father to Bruce. " Our dear little girl's
sufferings are at an end. She died on Saturday morning
about nine o'clock, peacefully and I hope without pain,
and she looks now as calm and beautiful as if she had
never suffered at all."6

De Grey had learnt from Hughes the religious con-
solations which are most effective in afflictions of this
kind. Nothing illustrates more definitely the influence
of Hughes on his friend than the letters on this subject,
though it was exerted more or less perceptibly in many
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